We contest the widely held view that all European fish stocks and fisheries are in a dire state (see, for example, Nature 475, 7; 2011).
With the exception of cod, which remains heavily overfished, key stocks such as haddock, whiting, plaice and sole are all exploited close to the maximum sustainable yield.
We examined data for the 40 fish stocks assessed by the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) that have reference points for maximum sustainable yields. These account for more than 90% of total allowable catches by European Union (EU) fishing fleets in the ICES areas.
The average fishing mortality for these stocks has declined in the past 10 years and their average spawning stock biomass has increased. In 2010, 17 of them (43%) were fished at or below the level that delivers maximum sustainable yieldsa substantial improvement on 12.5% in 2000. Fishing mortality has fallen since 2000 from 2.1 times the maximum sustainable yield to 1.3 times in 2010.
Much remains to be done, but there are clear indications that actions implemented under the EU's Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) have been effective in bringing some stocks towards the target that will allow maximum sustainable yields. The CFP is under reform not because it has failed to achieve its targets, but because European Common Policies are reviewed every ten years (the last was in 2002).
After several decades of overexploitation, achieving this objective for all stocks will take time, but it is well under way. 
New name needed for unwise Homo?
Homo sapiens was the name Carl Linnaeus assigned to our species in 1758, when humanity may indeed have seemed 'wise' relative to others. Today, this name is up for debate, given our questionable ability to control the potential disasters we have unleashed.
An animal that imperils its own future and that of most other life forms and ecosystems does not merit a single 'sapiens' , let alone the two we now bear.
We should be formally renamed to more accurately describe a species that is: exterminating thousands of others; releasing carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus in amounts exceeding Earth's natural cycles; devoting 50 times more resources to making weapons than to sustaining the food supply; destroying forests; degrading soil; polluting water; pillaging the oceans; and damaging the atmosphere on a planetary scale.
Changing our species' name might risk infringing some of the hallowed rules of nomenclature, but it would send an important signal about our present collective behaviour. Our present name Homo sapiens sapiens could then be reserved for a future type of human that is able to meet defined criteria such as, for example, living within the planet's boundaries (Nature 461, 472-475; 2009 
Rising ivory prices threaten elephants
Kenya's premier Samburu elephant population is the focus of a distressing surge in ivory poaching, coincident with an increase in illegal trading of ivory. This ivory is mainly destined for China (see go.nature.com/ czac3x). Effective protection of elephants depends partly on more conservation investment, but mainly on stemming the demand for ivory and eliminating blackmarket trade -actions that mandate leadership from and cooperation with China.
The Samburu elephants are one of the world's beststudied populations. Intensive monitoring has revealed that more have been poached in the past 2.5 years than in the previous 11 years. The highest poaching rates ever were recorded in the first 5 months of this year.
Poaching of males has resulted in a population with more than double the number of females to males. Poachers are now also targeting adult females, resulting in the loss of one or more in most families and leaving roughly one in five groups with no mature females. The number of orphans in the population is increasing rapidly.
These changes correlate with a near tripling of the total number of seizures of illegal ivory in or coming from Kenya (see go.nature.com/k9bkwy) and with rising ivory prices. Local black-market ivory prices around Samburu have more than doubled since 2007, and are an order of magnitude greater than in 1990. At current local prices, the ivory of the largest male elephant poached in the Samburu population is equivalent to 1.5 years' salary for a wildlife ranger or 15 years' 
US Congress right to halt GM salmon
You are incorrect in assuming that US federal-agency decisions on genetically modified (GM) organisms are always based on sound science and that Congress might be undermining such decisions (Nature 475, 5; 2011).
In the case of GM salmon, the Advisory Committee of the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) scolded the FDA and the salmon-production company AquaBounty of Waltham, Massachusetts, for overlooking important scientific issues during the approval process. Criticisms included inadequate sample sizes, incomplete data, questionable culling practices, troubling physical abnormalities, a failed test for allergenicity, and poor environmental and scientific assessments. So far, the agency has not corrected any of these oversights.
Furthermore, the FDA has never promulgated mandatory regulations or amended existing ones to cover GM animals. Instead, it announced in its non-binding 2009 Guidance for Industry (see go.nature.com/ nvcvnx) that it would approve such animals under its existing 'new animal' drug law. As a result, the FDA -which has insufficient scientific expertise in assessing fisheries and
Balance the blend of food and fuel
Biofuels from non-food sources (lignocellulose, for example) are seen as a superior alternative to those from crops such as grain and sugarfuels mistakenly assumed to have caused the 2008 spike in food prices. Competition for farmland continues to stoke the food-versus-biofuel debate, but a more inclusive and less simplistic framework is needed.
In a world where 33% of the population is overweight, 17% is undernourished and 40% of the food in developed countries is wasted, other aspects of food security should be considered. These include access to food (through governance, cost and distribution), nutritional adequacy and consumer behaviour.
Farmers already respond to policy and economic signals such as subsidies and renewable-energy mandates by diversifying their production systems. Integrating food crops, bioenergy feedstock and carbon farming could be an important strategy to counter economic and environmental variability.
Increasing global demand for food and energy means that discussions of land use should include the whole energy sector, not just the minor biofuel component. Other energy industries such as coal-bed methane producers, as well as urbanization, are also competing for arable land and potable water.
Expanding the debate in this way will help to integrate agricultural, energy and natural-resource policies to
Nanomaterials need flexible regulation
Andrew Maynard rightly points out that 'one-size-fitsall' definitions are potentially harmful as they cannot capture the range of risks associated with a diversity of nanomaterials (Nature 475, 31; 2011). But in arguing that regulators should instead work with a list of functional attributes to develop proper science-based regulations, he overlooks the fact that knowledge of such attributes, and internationally agreed methods for acquiring it, will take years of research to accumulate.
Given this situation, adopting a functional definition arguably means that, in theory, the most scientifically sound approach to regulation would be to impose a moratorium on the use of nanomaterials until the relevant trigger-point attributes can be established. There would still be the problem of defining the point in the life cycle of a nanoproduct at which such attributes should be measured, given that they would be likely to change with time and context. The concept of adaptive regulation itself needs to be flexible enough to recognize the limitations of scientific understanding and its legitimacy as a basis for policy. Biosafety, Tromsø, Norway. fern.wickson@genok.org 
Fern Wickson GenØk Centre for

Endangered cultures need protection too
Many strategies are used to protect wild plants and animals, but we are much more lax when it comes to ancestral cultures that are threatened or endangered worldwide.
We should recognize the few humans still living in isolation as infallible indicators of true wilderness. Both are vanishingly rare and our responsibilities towards them are tremendous. Any country that can boast the presence of an uncontacted group is truly fortunate and should realize that this represents an unusual opportunity to save two irreplaceable assets -a unique people and a wild place -for the price of one.
Ecuador is one such country. The Tagaeri and the Taromenane clans of the Waorani nation, voluntarily separated from Western civilization in space and time, roam the lowland rainforests of Yasuní, a region that has been documented as housing the greatest species richness on the planet.
In 
